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Real Death Cases
The following death cases are only a few cases selected from hundreds.  These cases are about real people who were somehow involved as volunteers or members of Morning Star and worked on the organization’s projects in the suffering and impoverished community of Mikonga.  These people joined our effort to save those who are dying within their communities. Some were moved with a deep hope to see a positive change occur in their community.  Most people had a hope to see a medical clinic that would promote healthcare in their communities.  These people have died without being able to see the dream become true.  Those that are still living in this community are still suffering and dreaming of a facility where they can at least receive basic health assistance.  Morning Star Medical Clinic program would like to honor these lives by establishing a sustainable medical clinic in Mikonga.
Death Cases:

1. Emmanuel Mukenge, 18 years old
Date of Death: February 15, 2010
Cause of Death: Tuberculosis, no access to medical treatment or access to appropriate medicines.
About Emmanuel: Emmanuel was an 11th grade student with a dream to become a doctor.  He was a born again Christian and participated in the choir at Morning Star Evangelical Church in Mikonga-Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Commentary: Tuberculosis or TB (short for tubercles bacillus) is a common and often deadly infectious disease caused by various strains of mycobacteria, usually Mycobacterium tuberculosis in humans.  Tuberculosis is one of the three primary diseases of poverty along with AIDS and malaria.  The World Health Organization (WHO) declared TB a global health emergency in 1993.

Morning Star Medical Clinic program intends to develop TB prevention and control approaches in order to heal and eradicate TB in the community.  In TB prevention approach, people with TB and their contacts will be identified and then treated. Identification of infections will involve testing high-risk groups for TB. In TB control approach, children will be vaccinated to protect them from TB.
2. Donatien Kabuya, 8 years old
Date of Death: March 1, 2010 
Cause of Death: Unknown health issues arose after being bitten by a dog, no medical attention, no access to treatment against rabies, lack of rabies vaccine.
About Donatien: Donatien was a 2nd grade student at Morning Star K-12 School and a children’s choir vocalist at Morning Star Evangelical Church located in Mikonga-Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo.
Commentary: Rabies is a viral disease that causes acute encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) in warm-blooded animals. It is zoonotic i.e. transmitted by animals, most commonly by a bite from an infected animal.  The rabies virus travels to the brain by following the peripheral nerves. Once the rabies virus reaches the central nervous system and symptoms begin to show, the infection is effectively untreatable and usually fatal within days.  Rabies kills around 55,000 people a year, mostly in Asia and Africa.

Morning Star Medical Clinic program intends to provide rabies-specific treatment either before or after illness onset and vaccinate victims.
3. Modekay Ilunga, 57 years old
Date of Death: March 8, 2010 
Cause of Death: Typhoid, abdominal bloating and typhus, no access to medical treatment or access to appropriate medicines.
About Modekay: Modekay was unemployed, but a very skilled carpenter and builder.  Modekay was very excited to make doors and windows for the Morning Star Medical Clinic program as it would be used to provide medical assistance to his impoverished community of Mikonga.  He died and left behind him a widow with 13 children among which are 8 boys and 5 girls.  Among these children there are 3 sets of twins.  The oldest is a 25 years old girl and the youngest are the 4 years old last set of twins.

Commentary: Typhoid fever, also known as Salmonella typhi or commonly just typhoid, is a common worldwide illness, transmitted by the ingestion of food or water contaminated with the feces of an infected person.  The transmission of typhoid is only from human to human.  Typhoid can only spread in environments where human feces or urine are able to come into contact with food or drinking water. Careful food preparation and washing of hands are crucial to preventing typhoid.

Morning Star Medical Clinic program intends to teach sanitation and hygiene to the local people as they are the critical measures that can be taken to prevent typhoid.  Through this program, Morning Star will provide vaccinations against typhoid fever and also organize public education campaigns encouraging people to wash their hands after defecating and before handling food as these are important components in controlling the spread of the disease.  We have also learned that the chlorination of drinking water can lead to a dramatic decrease in the transmission of typhoid fever.

4. Unknown Name, 2 years old
Date of Death: March 13, 2010

Cause of Death: Typhoid, blood loss, no access to medical treatment or access to appropriate medicines.

About the child: This child was growing in the community without information about his parents.  But, his serious health condition became alarming in the community and no one could take care of him.

Commentary: Morning Star Medical Clinic program will develop and conduct special health checks and campaigns for children especially orphans and abandoned children in Mikonga.  In addition, Morning Star is seeking the opportunity to build an orphanage program in order to provide a safe and caring environment for abandoned children and orphans.
“These are true death cases recorded by Morning Star Center staff in Mikonga, Democratic Republic of Congo”
José Kabeya, President
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